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Definition and 
Purpose 

A tire wash is an area located at stabilized construction access points to remove 
sediment from tires and undercarriages, and to prevent sediment from being 
transported onto public roadways.  
 

Appropriate 
Applications 

■ Tire washes may be used on construction sites where dirt and mud tracking 
onto public roads by construction vehicles may occur. 

■ This BMP may be implemented on a project-by-project basis with other 
BMPs when determined necessary and feasible by the Resident Engineer 
(RE). 

Limitations ■ Requires a supply of wash water. 

■ Requires a turnout or doublewide exit to avoid having entering vehicles drive 
through the wash area. 

Standards and 
Specifications 

■ Incorporate with a stabilized construction entrance/exit.  See BMP TC-1, 
“Stabilized Construction Entrance/Exit.” 

■ Construct on level ground when possible, on a pad of coarse aggregate, 
greater than 75 mm (3 inches) and smaller than 150 mm (6 inches).  A 
geotextile fabric shall be placed below the aggregate. 

■ Wash rack shall be designed and constructed/manufactured for anticipated 
traffic loads. 

■ Provide a drainage ditch that will convey the runoff from the wash area to a 
sediment trapping device.  The drainage ditch shall be of sufficient grade, 
width, and depth to carry the wash runoff. 
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■ Require all employees, subcontractors, and others that leave the site with 
mud-caked tires and/or undercarriages to use the wash facility. 

■ Implement BMP SC-7, “Street Sweeping and Vacuuming” as needed. 

■ Use of constructed or prefabricated steel plate with ribs for entrance/exit 
access is allowed with written approval of RE. 

Maintenance and 
Inspection 

■ Remove accumulated sediment in wash rack and/or sediment trap to maintain 
system performance. 

■ Inspect routinely for damage and repair as needed. 
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